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Headteacher’s insight

As we reach the end of our first Autumn half term, I'd like to take this opportunity to reflect on
what has been a busy, productive, and thoroughly enjoyable few weeks across the school.

A real highlight was our first STEM Day of the year, which was a huge success. The children
took part in a range of exciting and engaging activities linked to Science, Technology,
Engineering and Mathematics. We were also delighted to welcome EduThing, who delivered
an informative and interactive online safety workshop—a vital topic in today’s digital world. A
huge thank you goes to our wonderful PTFA for their financial support in funding these
workshops, helping us to provide such high-quality learning experiences for the children.
Thank you also to all the parents and carers who attended the parent workshop EduThing
hosted. Online safety is an important and challenge topic to navigate as a parent so we hope
insight from the workshop was helpful.

Our Year 6 pupils also enjoyed a fantastic STEM-related trip on Wednesday, which built
brilliantly on the themes of innovation and problem-solving. Meanwhile, Year 5 have continued
with their swimming lessons and we’re delighted to see such great progress being made. Our
KS1 pupils had a great opportunity this week to take part in a friendly sports event between
our two schools—an energetic and enjoyable afternoon that gave every child the chance to
experience a larger sports event and develop their skills.

| would like to take this moment to thank all of our staff for their hard work, dedication, and
commitment in ensuring that this first half term has been such a success. Their efforts in
creating inspiring lessons and nurturing environments for our pupils are deeply appreciated.
I'd also like to extend a sincere thank you to our parents and carers for their ongoing support
and partnership—it makes such a difference in helping our children thrive.
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Continued....

Looking ahead to next half term, bookings are now open for our Learner Reviews next

half term—please see the section on the next page for further details on how to sign up.
These meetings replace Parents Evenings in providing a valuable opportunity to discuss
your child’s progress and goals for the year ahead.

Finally, | wish all our children, families, and staff a safe, restful, and enjoyable October half
term. Thank you for a wonderful start to the school year—I look forward to seeing
everyone back in school on Tuesday 4th November for another exciting and rewarding half
term. Please note that the school is closed on Monday 3rd November for a staff INSET
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Mrs Emily Thompson
Executive Headteacher
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Learner Reviews - Week Commencing 10th

November

This term, we are introducing a new approach to parents’ evenings called 'Learner
Reviews'. These will take place during the week beginning Monday 10th
November.

Each class teacher will offer a 10-minute appointment for each child, where the
parent/carer and the child (where appropriate) will have the opportunity to review

their learning and progress so far this academic year. For our youngest children, it
may not be appropriate for them to attend, and teachers will advise accordingly.

Appointments will be available between 08:15 and 16:40, and to offer maximum
flexibility, parents can choose to attend in person or virtually. If you would like a
virtual appointment, please contact us after you have made your booking. If you
require more flexibility, please do contact us so we can see what we can do to
support.

Bookings are now open via My Child at School (MCAS). If you experience any
difficulties accessing the system or booking your slot, please contact the school
office who will be happy to help.

We look forward to welcoming you to these valuable conversations about your
child’s learning journey.
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News from our classrooms

Dragonflies Class

B -~0Z

Dragonflies have been working hard and enjoying their learning so much over the last
week. In Maths, they have been focusing carefully on methods to add and subtract to
20. Looking carefully at how to write fact families with symbols in different places. We
have also started a new maths scheme this week using rekenreks which the children
are loving!

Science is always a hit in Dragonflies class and last week was a huge hit! The class
explored the difference between bulbs and seeds, used their detective skills to write
adjectives and words to describe these things and predict what might grow out of each
one. They also then planted their beans which they have been nursing to germinate
since the beginning of term. There was lots of excitement around this and they have all
successfully grown their own bean plants!

They have also worked so hard in English over the past two weeks to write their own
stories linked to The Colour Monster. They had a lot of fun acting out the beginning of
‘The Colour Monster goes to the Zoo’, predicting what could happen next and then
writing the end of their own stories.




Hedgehogs Class

In Science this week, we became shadow scientists! We investigated what makes an
effective shadow by experimenting with light sources, materials, and angles. The highlight?
A fantastic puppet show inspired by our class book Who Let The Gods Out. The children
used their shadow knowledge to bring characters to life on stage—Zeus, Elliot, and Virgo
have never looked so dramatic!
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We've continued to sharpen our skills using TT Rockstars and had fun with collaborative
multiplication games. Remember to keep practising your timetables to achieve the next
rock status on Rockstars!

In English, we completed our information texts liked with our class book. Children planned,
drafted and edited their own pieces, focusing on using clear structure, formal language and
interesting facts to engage their readers. The results were fantastic - full of creativity,
humour and mythological detail!
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Badgers Class

Year 6 Students Explore the Future at Qualcomm!
On Wednesday, our Year 6 class had an incredible visit to Qualcomm in Cambridge! The children were
treated to an exciting tour of the company’s state-of-the-art work labs, where they saw firsthand how
cutting-edge technology is developed and tested. From robotics to innovative communications tech,
their curiosity was sparked at every turn.
Students also had the chance to chat with friendly engineers and researchers, asking thoughtful
questions about how technology shapes our world and even sharing their own ideas. It was inspiring to
see their enthusiasm and creativity in action!
A huge thank you to the Qualcomm team for welcoming us and making this learning
Experience so engaging. Experiences like this help bring classroom learning to life and
inspire the tech innovators of tomorrow.

What the children had to say:
'On Tuesday we went to QualComm. We visit labs to see engineers working on new microchips. We had
the chance to ask lots of questions. We saw how microchips were made. It was very interesting.' Albina

‘This week we went to the Qualcomm science park. We learnt and watch microchips being made. There
were lots of very expensive and different machines working.' Joey

'This week we went to Qualcomm. We had a look around lots of different labs. My favourite was the
noise cancelling room, this is used to test how good the ear bud's work.' Macy

We did coding on the micro.bits. My favourite was making the game 'Rock, Paper, Scissors.' Evie
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New School Meal Menus

. 27™0ct|17™ Nov | 8" Dec | 19 Jan | 4
MENU WweEK | servED w/c: 9% Feb | 2~ Mar | 23" Mar | 13% Apr (nnovite IFG

[P— Vogan Lenti & Thaffing
Partey B

Fana & weidgn @ 3 v

We have noticed that
sometimes when meal bookings
are made, some meals/days
drop off (even when you have
saved). Whilst we’ve made IFG
aware of this it’s worth double-
checking yourself to avoid
confusion during the week.

e Log into your account and
check that all pre-booked
meals are showing and that

MENU WEEK 2 SERVED WyC: ¥ v 12 Rov |15 e | nn® " (rovile IFG no days are missing.

o Contact IFG directly if you
Wednesay notice any missing bookings
TR T e TR g TEEM g (primary@impactfood.co.uk
- Ahhmaegt ) MRELESE f SREmmE T e or 0204 542 7211)

=)

Camet Bt & [ Rkl

& Fean Caalflawdr W "

E— - — = The deadline for booking meals
v . - * for the week ahead is midnight
on Saturday.

T 2, - ooty Ayl ongnd Chaciteis —
[r— Crambbe b Castard Flapjath Care s Mufin .
i @ @ v ® v
= » Desserts amilable every day - a choice of jelly, fruit or woghurt
' i,‘; W o * o ' T % m Nutritionits Choice S
g Vegetartar (@) vigan Wlf Added Waoewieat

MENU WEEK 5 SERVED wy/c: 20" 0ct| 10" Nov| 1™ Dec | 22Dec | 120 (2 IEG,

Jan | 2™ Feb | 23™ Fab | 16" Mar | 6™ Apr

iy

oﬂlu,. Ml Vagetable & Vagan B dlet

N~ '
3 Wagan Balagnane Bage ] it Eabid Creamy Vagan Sasnge Wall
oA (1) “oiamsen b vats e St wai 3 et Py
waral -1 ALY . U 2 v
" 8
L - "
[ PN Quarm Dippar itk P T T—— Rsat Chickan with Conamg Chickan Carrg & ot Appraead Tk
\f\:. i 2 tsth Baflas mridlyet & [ Hean? Fulmtoas & Grm et lics - Tingars & Ehips
| AN .'/g Tomta Kadchap Y, . = vhew vy i ¥
a4 P L Carvat b
e & Carrat Emmicern Candifiwar i s pieed Suled ]
4 Y W TR W W
= = Hamse Tamats Chama pmit Tamats Chaes Craamg
[ = tance famse Sacce ps bute
= v @ LV @ @
Tana Mags chickan an P P,
Chie Eag Chisia Chaine Eharie

AVAILABLE FVERY DAY our crunchy colourful salad & jacket potatees with cheee, beans, tuna maye or cheese and beans

-
f 8
| - b raahiny ¥ ghast Missd Rarag & Appla esanga Jaly Gingeibread Cmiirn Gadan
L L & Steacharry tasce Cramble stk Cartard e Madaain wAR Cantusd Tsewmie
W @ R

Desserts available every day - a choice af jelly, fruit or yoghurt

¢ o BB wonoesooe @
Vigetariao (G Vagan W Added Wholewbeat

ANGLIAN LEARNING



Key dates for your diary

o Friday 24th October: Parent Workshop - Children being active
online- 9am at Fen Ditton - open to all Fen Ditton and Marleigh
parents, carers and friends, run by an external provider Eduthing
and funded by the PTFA

e Friday 24™ October: Deadline for returning and ordering Xmas
cards

e Friday 24th October: Parent Workshop - Children being active
online- 9am at Fen Ditton - open to all Fen Ditton and Marleigh
parents, carers and friends, run by an external provider Eduthing
and funded by the PTFA

o Friday 24th October: Individual school photographs - Whole
School

e Friday 24th October: PTFA Halloween Bake Sale after school from
3.20-4pm, cash or card accepted.

e Friday 24th October: Last day of Autumn 1 half term

e Friday 31%" October: Deadline for Year 6 Secondary School
Applications.

e Monday 3™ November: Inset Day (School Closed)

o Tuesday 4" November: First day of Autumn 2 for all children
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Term Dates 2025-2026

AUTUMN TERM 2025

Inset Day — Monday 1 September
Inset Day — Tuesday 2 September
Inset Day — Wednesday 3 September
Autumn Term Starts — Thursday 4 September
School Ends - Friday 24 October
Half Term - 27 October - 31 October
Inset Day — Monday 3 November
School Starts — Tuesday 4 November
Autumn Term Ends - Friday 19 December

SPRING TERM 2026

Inset Day — Monday 5 January
Spring Term Starts — Tuesday 6 January
School Ends - Friday 13 February
Half Term - 16 February - 20 February
School Starts — Monday 23 February
Spring Term Ends - Friday 27 March

SUMMER TERM 2026

Summer Term Starts — Monday 13 April
May Bank Holiday - Monday 4 May
School Ends - Friday 22 May

Half Term - 25 May - 29 May
School Starts - Monday 1 June
ummer Term Ends - Friday 17 July

Inset Day — Monday 20 July

You can now see our term dates
for 2026-2027 - click below!

!ANGLIAN LEARNING


https://fendittonprimary.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/Image.jpg
https://fendittonprimary.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/Term-Dates-2026-27-1.png

